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Budget won’t raise taxes 
for sixth year in a row

Lower Dauphin Superintendent Sherri Smith presented a 
proposed budget to the school board May 1, which would not 
increase taxes for a sixth consecutive year and nine of the past 10 
years.

The board unanimously voted to approve this year’s $63.4 
million budget, which holds the millage rate at 18.42. That tax 
rate equates to a $1,842 property tax bill on a property assessed 
at $100,000.

The budget will allow several big district initiatives to move 
forward in the 2017-18 school year. Included in the budget is 
the implementation of the full-day kindergarten program at 
all Lower Dauphin elementary schools, the completion of the 
one-to-one laptop program at the high school which sees every 
student paired with a laptop computer for their four-years at the 
school; and the start of a one-to-one laptop program in sixth-
grade in the middle school.

continued on page 2

T          he superintendent’s duty in any public school 
district is to balance the academic needs of students 
with an obligation to the taxpayers. It is a serious 

responsibility to make sure our students get the best possible 
education while at the same time balancing the need to keep 
spending under control.

I am extremely proud that for the sixth year in a row 
that we are able to avoid a property tax increase for our 
community. This budget has been one of the most difficult 
in my tenure as superintendent. The numbers simply didn’t 
work but we cut where we could without impacting student 
outcomes and still had to spend $2.4 million from district 
reserves. 

In the coming school year, we are planning initiatives 
to enhance our students’ 
educational experience. We 
are going to fully implement 
full-day kindergarten in all 
Lower Dauphin schools. We 
plan to finish the one-to-one 
laptop initiative at the high 
school and start one at the 
middle school. These are big 
projects and holding the line 
on taxes at the same time is 
quite a balancing act.

Our district is lucky. We have a community which 
believes in the potential of our children and supports them 
in their pursuits in the classroom, on the stage and on the 
playing field.

This newsletter is a celebration of our community and 
your schools. Our students accomplish amazing things in the 
arts, athletics, music and academics. Our students also learn 
important lessons about giving to others and making our 
community a better place.

Falcon Pride is something we often talk about with 
our students. However, it is a real and tangible thing. When 
you see our students in the community, the number of them 
wearing blue and white Lower Dauphin apparel is a visible 
manifestation of this pride. 

On behalf of our students, faculty and staff, I extend my 
thanks to our community for supporting our students and our 
programs now and moving forward.

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Superintendent

Lower Dauphin Web address: www.ldsd.org
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Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D  Message

“It is a serious 
responsibility to make 

sure our students 
get the best possible 
education while at the 
same time balancing 

the need to keep 
spending under 

control.”

Students entering kindergarten will have five days to receive 
the required vaccinations or prove they are scheduled to receive 
them. Children who aren’t vaccinated may be barred from 
attending school.

The new state regulation, which takes effect in August, 
practically closes what used to be an eight-month window

continued on page 2

New vaccination rules to be 
in place for start of  school



2

Lower 

Dauphin Know Your Schools

Budget: To avoid tax hike, reserves needed to be spent

Vaccination: Hundreds of  LD students lacking required shots

continued from page 1
Expenditures in the budget are 

increasing 3.57 percent from the 2016-17 
year, roughly $2.2 million. However, Dr. 
Smith pointed out that over $850,000 of that 
increase is due to state-mandated pension 
increases. The budget also includes funds 
for building renovations at East Hanover 
Elementary School and South Hanover 
elementary School and the replacement of 
internal HVAC controls at Londonderry 
Elementary School at a one-time cost of 
$620,000. Without the pension increase 
and the building work, the budget is only 
increasing 1.1 percent or $714,462. 

The district is also facing an 
unanticipated increase in special education 
costs of more than $380,000 due to an 
increase in the number of students, many of 
whom have severe needs.

On the revenue side of the budget, 
Dr. Smith is not planning on receiving an 
increase from the state for basic education 
and special education costs. Local revenue 

is predicted to increase slightly next year 
with growth in the earned income tax and 
in funds from property taxes. However, 
to balance the budget she is proposing 
spending $2.4 million from district reserves. 

“We don’t like to use our reserves in 
this way,” she said. “But the reserve funds 

will off-set one-time expenditures which we 
won’t need to replace in the next budget. On 
the whole this is a lean budget which still 
moves several district initiatives forward.”

The school board will vote to adopt a 
final budget in June.

continued from page 1
for getting the vaccines. Now, parents of 
students who aren’t vaccinated within the 
first five days will have to show a medical 
plan proving they have begun the process 
of getting the vaccinations. There are 
no changes to the exceptions that allow 
students to skip vaccinations for medical, 
religious and philosophical reasons.

Students who may be in danger of being 
excluded from school for not having the 
required shots are being contacted by mail 
from their school nurse. Additional letters 
will be sent during the summer to remind 
parents to get their students vaccinated.

Students starting kindergarten, or in any 
grade, need these:

• 4 doses of tetanus, diphtheria, and 
acellular pertussis (usually given as 
DTP or DTaP)

• 4 doses of polio
• 3 doses of hepatitis B
• 2 doses of measles, mumps, rubella 

(usually given as MMR)
• 2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) or 

evidence of immunity
Also, students entering seventh grade 

need:
• 1 dose of tetanus, diphtheria, acellular 

pertussis (Tdap) 
• 1 dose of meningococcal conjugate 

vaccine (MCV)
If an incoming high school senior had 

their dose of meningococcal conjugate 
vaccine (MCV) between the ages of 11 and 
15 years, a second dose is required at age 
16 years or for entry into 12th grade.  If one 
dose was given at age 16 years or older, only 
that one dose is required. 

When this newsletter went to press, 
there were 83 students entering kindergarten 
needing at least one shot. There were 128 
students in grades K-12 missing a required 
dose of polio vaccine. There were 89 
students entering seventh-grade missing the 
Tdap/MCV booster and 227 incoming 12th-

graders who needed a second dose of MCV. 
All students who were missing vaccinations 
received a letter from their school this 
spring. 

State health and education officials 
have said the changes will address health 
concerns – that unvaccinated children will 
pass along illnesses to children who can’t be 
vaccinated because of medical reasons, and 
that unvaccinated children will be vulnerable 
during an outbreak of an illness such as 
measles.

State public health officials say a 95 
percent vaccination rate is needed to achieve 
the state of “herd immunity.” At that point, 
diseases can’t gain a foothold and children 
who can’t be vaccinated for medical reasons 
such as undergoing cancer treatment are 
protected.

For more information, contact your 
health care provider or visit the state 
Department of Health’s website at
 www.dontwaitvaccinate.pa.gov.

Local Sources
41,350,144

65.2%

State Sources
21,460,208

33.9%

Federal Sources
594,648

0.9%

Regular Instruction
39,515,675

62.3%

Other Financing 
Services

3,927,564
6.2%

Noninstructional 
Services

1,064,959
1.7%

Support Services
18,896,802

29.8%

Revenues Expenditures

First Day of School for 2017-18
will be Monday, August 28, 2017
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LD team captures national title with automated bee hive
A team of seniors from Lower Dauphin 

High School won a national engineering 
contest February 18, winning a trip to 
Disney World in the process.

The students, Brandon Rossi, Lucas 
McCanna, Nick Moosic, Corey Knoll, 
and Jonathan Malone, were competing in 
Phoenix Contact’s Nanoline Contest against 
seven other teams from across the country. 
The boys were coached by high school 
Nancy Kiscadden and her husband, Brad.  
To reach nationals they had to win a regional 
qualifier first. This is the second time a 
Lower Dauphin team has won nationals.

The students’ project involved the 
development and building of a “Bee 
Keeper” machine that automates the 
collection of honey and beeswax. The bees 
reside in several boxes and automated 
controllers read data from sensors, and when 
the weight of the hive indicates the honey is 
ready for harvesting, the box automatically 
moves over to a collection system. A heater 
then turns on, and melts the wax, allowing 
the honey to be collected in the catch bin. 
Before the box moves, the machine blows 
smoke into the hive, forcing the bees to 
the lower level to keep them from being 
harmed. It also blows powdered sugar onto 
the bees so they clean each other. This 
process also promotes the removal of mites 
from the bees.

In addition to winning nationals, the 
team won the excellence in craftsmanship 
award at the competition. 

They also were recognized by the 
Lower Dauphin School Board with a 
proclamation for their efforts.

Above, Lower 
Dauphin’s Nanoline 
team of Brandon 
Rossi, Lucas 
McCanna, Nick 
Moosic, Corey 
Knoll, and Jonathan 
Malone, along with 
coaches Nancy and 
Brad Kiscadden, 
pose with their 
winning design. 
At right, Nick 
Moosic explains 
the operation of the 
machine to Cleon 
Cassel at the LD 
Technology Fair.

Three student-musicians from Lower 
Dauphin High School earned places at the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
all-state festival in Erie in April.

Performing in the All-State Wind 
Ensemble was junior trumpet player Katelyn 
Truesdell who also was named first-chair 
in her section. Katelyn is the daughter of 
Donna Truesdell. 

Performing in the All-State Orchestra 
was senior viola player Sam Rothermel. 
This was Sam’s third trip to states and he 
has also performed at the all-national honors 
orchestra in 2015 and at the all-eastern 
music festival this spring. He is the son of 
Nancy and Joseph Rothermel. 

Performing in the All-State Jazz Band 
was senior bass player Nick Scipione. Nick 
was the only bass player in the ensemble. He 

is the son of John and Angie Scipione. 
“It’s quite an honor to have three 

students attend the all-state festival,” said 
Justin Hanula, high school principal. “These 

students had to demonstrate all five of our 
Falcon Pride traits – Perseverance, Respect, 
Integrity, Discipline and Excellence – to 
achieve these honors.”

Three LD musicians attend all-state festival in Erie

Katelyn Truesdell Sam Rothermel Nick Scipione
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Fair showcases use of  technology in LD classrooms

Top, Lindsay Adams dances with students using the Go 
Noodle program. Above, Jeremy Fox demonstrates a 
robotics project with a student.

It’s not easy being a 
kindergartener. Going to 
school for the first time 
presents a lot of challenges 
in addition to learning the 
curriculum taught in the 
classroom. It can tire some 
kids, so when Nye Elementary 
School teacher Lindsay Adams 
sees that happening, her class 
takes a “brain break” and visits 
the Go Noodle website.

“With Go Noodle, 
students move their bodies 
through dancing, stretching 
and other physical activities,” 
she explained. “These short 
bursts of activity allow 
students to be able to gain 
better focus for the next school 
task.”

Kindergarten student 
Lucas Gliot explained “We 
need some time to get our 
crazies out. I like the jumping 
and running and reaching up 
high.”

“When we run and dance 
and jump up and down it gets 
us ready,” added classmate 
Melvin Perez.

Mrs. Adams’ presentation 
on Go Noodle was one of 
more than 60 exhibits at the 
Lower Dauphin Technology 
Fair on April 1. Presentations 
ranged from fun-filled 
classroom activities like Go 
Noodle to discussions about 
how teachers in-depth usage 
of student data pinpoints 
areas where additional 
instruction is needed. Other 
presenters covered topics like 
3D-printing, smart phone-
based spectroscopes, robotics, 
automated beehives (see related 
story on Page 3) and more.

The district has invested heavily in 
technology in recent years. In addition 
to programs and software, all students in 
grades 9-11 have personal laptops purchased 
by the district as part of a one-to-one 
computing initiative. Students use the 
laptops during the day in school and then at 
home to complete homework and research 
projects. Next year, the final high school 
grade will be added so all students in grades 

LD Technology 
Fun Facts

•	 Lower	Dauphin	School	District	
currently has 59 servers providing 
services for our students and faculty. 
51 of those are virtual servers.

•	 Backing	up	the	data	on	these	
servers consumes roughly 6.27 
terabytes	of	storage,	which	is	in	
excess of 55.1 trillion zeroes and 
ones.

•	 We	have	220	wireless	access	points	
providing	wireless	access	to	all	
district locations.

•	 There	are	1,732	personal	electronic	
devices	registered	for	use	with	our	
wireless	system.

•	 Just	one	of	our	laptops	used	in	the	
1:1 program at the high school has a 
CPU 52 million times faster than the 
Apollo 11 guidance computer.

•	 Our	district	data	center	at	the	
high school has both battery and 
generator	backups,	meaning	our	
servers	can	run	indefinitely	during	a	
power	outage.

•	 We	transmit	over	72GB	of	data	over	
our	network	just	to	update	Adobe	
Flash on each of our computers.

9-12 will have a laptop. Sixth-graders at the 
middle school will also receive laptops for 
in-school use next year.

“It’s important to remember that these 
devices and programs are, and always will 
be, a tool,” said Superintendent Sherri 
Smith. “Our teachers, our curriculum and 
our students’ desire to learn are the essential 
elements in providing the pathway to a 
Lower Dauphin diploma.”



5

Lower Dauphin High School’s spring musical, “Nice Work if You Can Get It,” featured Logan Grubb and BethRose Schindler in 
lead roles with support from Frankie Vernouski, Patrick Norris, Meghan Johnson, Gillian Miller and many more. The show played 
to full houses in early March.
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Thirty high school juniors were part of 
an inaugural program designed to develop 
leadership in students in cooperation with 
Chick-fil-A restaurants.

The students in the Chick-fil-A 
Leadership Academy spent the year learning 
about various aspects of leadership. Among 
the leadership insights taught in the program 
are vision and values, servant leadership, 
teamwork, communication, innovation and 
impact. In addition, the students conducted 
service projects in December and then, as 
a group, they planned and hosted a large 
impact event – the Hometown Heroes Picnic 
in April. 

“Students are expected to learn 
leadership skills and apply them throughout 
the school year to plan and implement an 
impact project,” said Jill Freedman, assistant 
principal. “The students don’t just learn 
about leadership in the classroom, but they 
get out in the community to put it into 
action.”

In December, the CFALA students 
split into three teams to perform acts of 
community service. One team Constructed 
a Mini-THON mural on the wall by the 
cafeteria and stenciled Falcons in the gym. 
A second team raised money by selling 
candy canes in school and used the proceeds 
to put together Christmas stockings for all 
of the cafeteria workers and custodians, 
including a hand-written card to each 
individual person. The final team sang carols 
and handed out candy canes at the Ronald 
McDonald house in Hershey; then arranged 
a holiday card collection from students and 
staff and delivered them to veterans at the 
Lebanon VA hospital.

“We definitely had to cooperate,” said 
junior Kourtney Whittington. “It was all up 
to us to come up with the ideas and make it 
work.”

“You’re used to them (adults) telling 

Chick-fil-A leadership students give back to LD community
us things – how to 
do something, how 
to organize, what the 
deadlines are,” agreed 
Sarah Bell. “This 
was all up to us. And 
we struggled with 
coming to agreement 
on things and making 
decisions.”

After their 
successes in 
December, the 
students began 
planning in earnest 
for their  “impact 
project” – a picnic 
in Hummelstown’s 
Schaeffner Park to 
recognize service members, 
veterans, first-responders and 
their families. The April 2 event 
featured food prepared by the 
students, games, face-painting, 
and performances by a student 
band.

In all, more than 100 people 
attended the inaugural event.

“It went well,” Sarah said. 
“It had a lot of different ideas 
that all kind of merged together 
in the end.”

Junior Brendan Shaffer 
agreed. “This was very interesting. 
Once we tried to come to 
agreements on things, some people would 
get defensive and it was challenging.

“It got us out of our comfort zones.”
All three agreed that getting students 

out of their usual roles and groups was a 
strength of the program.

“There were lots of different people,” 
Sarah said. “You have everyone – every 
social group.”

“Not everyone in our group came in 
with the same ideas, the same experiences, 
and I think that made a difference,” Brendan 
said. 

“I think we all left with something 
different,” Kourtney agreed. “And it was a 
very positive experience because of that.”

Food and family fun were part of the Hometown 
Heroes picnic hosted by the CFALA students.

Bus Drivers Needed!
Contact our transportation contractor Rohrer 
at 866-735-7200 or www.rohrerbus.com/drive

Rohrer will pay for training and CDL liscensure
and offers competitive wages and great benefits!
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High school artists’ work will be seen by Turnpike travelers

Ap

Fine art students from Lower Dauphin 
High School spent several months working 
on two large murals to adorn the Lawn rest 
area along the Pennsylvania Turnpike.

The two murals – one depicting 
Pennsylvania’s natural inspiration and one 
showcasing electric creation – highlight the 
diversity of the Commonwealth. 

“We were looking to represent the area 
as a whole,” explained Emalee Douglass, a 
junior at the high school. “We didn’t want to 
go with the obvious things like Hershey but 
wanted to do something more general.”

Cassie Carver, a junior at the high 
school said the artists were given packets 
of photos for inspiration and two groups 
chose “nature-esque” scenes and two chose 
cityscapes. “It all sort of evolved from there 
to the two murals we ended up doing.”

LD students participating in the 
project included Emalee and Cassie and 
Ava Bottiglia, Laura Breidenstine, Tiffany 
Golobek, Kayla Hoffer, Emma Johns, 
Hannah Johnson, Yannelis Leon-Fuentes, 
Gabriella Mannino, TJ Martin, Misa 
Mkwayaya, Mackenzie Pell, Rebecca Perry, 
Corrine Shirk, Jenny Strohecker and Ingrid 
Wallace. Their teacher is Mrs. Dana Attivo.

The mural project was a partnership 
between the Turnpike Commission, 
the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, 
Harrisburg-Hershey Regional Visitors 
Bureau, and arts education group Jump 
Street to spread student art in the new Art 
Sparks program. The Lower Dauphin murals 
were the first project for the partnership. 
The eventual goal is to expand this program 
into other schools for students to add artistic 
expressions of their hometowns to more 
travel plazas.

Local artist and designer Meg Davis 

helped advise 
the students 
and provided 
feedback 
where they 
needed it as 
an artist-in-
residence. 
Ms. Davis, an 
experienced 
muralist with 
Sprocket 
Mural Works 
whose work 
is on display 
around 
Harrisburg, 
said the 
experience of working with clients is 
invaluable. 

“I didn’t have that experience until I 
was in college or even after college,” she 
said.

 “This is an excellent example of 
a teaching artist residency that engages 
students as well as the community,” 
according to Phillip Horn, executive director 
of the PCA, who visited the students in 
March. “It will also put young artists on the 
road to success.”

Mark Compton, Pennsylvania Turnpike 
CEO, also visited the high school in March 
to see how the project was going and to join 
in the artistic process.

“I see how art can spark a mind and 
transform a place,” Compton said. “I also 
understand the great value in the creative 
process, and am very anxious to see this 
mural move into its new home along the 
turnpike to spark interest and excitement 
among our travelers.”

Lynn Sassaman appointed to Lower Dauphin School Board
On February 6, Lynn Sassaman was 

appointed to the Lower Dauphin School 
Board, replacing Kerry Wolfe, who had 
resigned a month earlier. 

Mrs. Sassaman is a resident of 
Londonderry Township. She and her 
husband, Dave, have three children, 
Alexandra, Katelyn and Elijah. Alexandra is 
a junior representative to the School Board. 

In her vision statement, she said she 
hopes to “create an empowered learning 
environment. I believe creating and 
nurturing these environments will allow 
students to reach their full potential and 
achieve academic and personal success.” Lynn Sassasan takes the oath of office administered by Board Secretary Sharon Hagy.

Top, Phillip Horn of PCA watches the 
students paint in March. Above, Laura 
Breidenstine works on the mural.
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Lower Dauphin’s school-work program 
celebrated its 10th year with a special 
breakfast for community partners and 
students in the high school.

“The program matches students with 
local employers to allow them to gain 
job experiences and work on soft skills 
needed to be a good employee like learning 
time management, staying on task and 
responding to constructive criticism,” said 
Cindy Markham, Lower Dauphin’s program 
coordinator.

Many of the students participating in the 
program have special needs and spend time 
in the school-work partnership until they 
graduate at 21. Many then continue to work 
in those jobs. Mrs. Markham is assisted 
in the program by paraeducators Sandra 
Snowden and Theresa Winfindale.

Graduate Brittany Rigilano returned to 
the high school and spoke at the breakfast 
about her experiences working for the past 
10 years.

“I began training for my job while I was 
in Lower Dauphin High School. I trained 
at Friendly’s, the Old Country Buffet, the 
Ronald McDonald House and McDonalds,” 
she said. “At these places, I learned to clean 
up areas where people have eaten and other 
cleaning tasks. I learned how important it is 
to wash your hands often.”

At Country Meadows, she started as a 
volunteer one day a week while she worked 
at McDonalds and has since progressed to 
three days a week for two and a half hours 
a day. 

“The best part of my job is being with 
the residents,” Brittany said. “The job 
coaches, like Mrs. Winfindale, helped me 
learn to clear the residents’ dishes away and 
set the tables. I pour water into the glasses 
and serve soup sometimes.

“Now when Mrs. Winfindale brings a 
student, I help to train them!”

Sam Doherty returned to the high 
school and spoke about his experiences at 
the Hershey Medical Center where he works 
two jobs, joking that he’s the “mayor” of the 
hospital. 

High school celebrates 10 years of  school-to-work program

“Some students are part of the program 
for a year and then go on to get a paid job 
and do co-op or internships,” Mrs. Markham 
said. “Other students are part of the school-
work program up until they graduate at 21 
years of age and continue to work on those 
job skills into adulthood.”  

Businesses participating in the program 
include Manada Conservancy, Alexander 
Family Library, Grace United Methodist 
Church, Grace Christian Child Care, Ronald 
McDonald House, The Hershey Story, 
Walmart, Farmstead Farmers’ Market, Giant 
Foods, Kitchen Collection, Friendship 
Center, Country Meadows of Hershey, 
Athletic Club of Hershey, Jubilee Ministries, 
Sandi’s Breads, R & K Subs, Papa 
John’s Pizza, Hershey Chocolate World, 
Pet Headquarters, TrueVision Realtors, 
Traditions of Hershey, Pronio’s Market, 
Warburtons Greenhouses, Dauphin County 
Technical School, Chartwells Food Services 
at Conewago Elementary School and Lower 
Dauphin High School, and Lower Dauphin’s 
elementary schools.

“Ten years ago, we recognized our 
students would benefit from working in 
their own community, close to home,” said 

Ap

Superintendent Sherri Smith. “And we’re 
very pleased at how our community partners 
responded. You truly care about our schools 
and you truly care about our students.”

On the Web:   www.ldsd.org
www.twitter.com/LowerDauphin

Your first source for school closings and school news

Top, students participate in a drum 
circle before the breakfast. Above, Sam 
Doherty speaks about his school-work 
experiences
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Matt Joyce has been a shot putter for 
several years. When he lined up to compete 
at the Special Olympics Area M games at 
Messiah College, he assumed his traditional 
pose with his back to the target to spin and 
give his throw extra power.

“I like to throw it far,” Matt explained 
after his throw. “[LD Track & Field] Coach 
[Steve] Grubb taught me how to throw like 
that.”

One of the officials at the Special 
Olympics games tried to correct his 
technique, but he just smiled and launched 
the shot high into the air.

When he was done he celebrated and 
exchanged high-fives with his buddies for 
the day. “It’s a compliment,” he said of his 
personal cheering section of LD students. “It 
makes me feel happy.”

Matt’s Special Olympics buddy Clay 
Spencer said that’s his job. “I love to help 
out and support these kids. A smile from 
them brings a great smile to me. That’s what 
it’s all about.”

Buddy Tom Katzenmoyer added that 
he likes helping the special athletes make 
memories and added that seeing his buddy 
in the hall and making a friendship is a great 
part of the day. 

At the games at Messiah College, 
Lower Dauphin sent 52 athletes from the 
high school, middle school and elementary 
schools. In addition, 122 buddies from the 
high school went along to help the athletes 

make it to their events and provide cheering 
and encouragement.

“I love helping the kids have fun and 
compete,” agreed athlete-buddy Bella 
Branchi. “I like helping them enjoy their 
day. These kids rarely have the opportunity 
to compete in sports and this is their chance 
to have fun and compete and try their best. I 
love helping them have the greatest day.”

Special Olympians shine in games at Messiah College

Six student-athletes make their college announcements
Six Lower Dauphin High School 

student-athletes announced their college 
choices where they will continue their 
academic and athletic careers. In a National 
Letter of Intent signing ceremony in the 
school cafeteria on April 19, the student-
athletes, representing four sports, made their 
announcements before parents, coaches, 
teachers and classmates.

Basketball, Boys
Brady Wilson – Brady is the son of 

Michael and Shannon Wilson and Maria 
and Derek Shaffer. He is a four-year 
member of the boys basketball team where 
he was named a Mid-Penn all-star. He is 
also a three-year member of the soccer 
and volleyball teams. He will continue his 
education and basketball career at DeSales 
University. 

Football
Richard Mitchell – Jooty is the son 

of Rob and Susan Mitchell. He is a four-

year member of the football team, earning 
a varsity letter and the Jeff Fultz Award 
for commitment to the team. He is also a 
member of the track and field team and is 
a volunteer buddy with Special Olympics. 
He will attend McDaniel College where he 
will major in business marketing and play 
football.

Clyde Tamburro – Clyde is the son 
of Patricia Gordon and Robert Tamburro. 
He is a four-year member of the lacrosse, 
soccer and football teams. He is a Mid-Penn 
all-star in soccer and a second-team all-star 
in lacrosse. He was named to the silver PA 
all-academic team in football. A member of 
the National Honor Society and National 
Science Honor Society, he will attend 
Norwich University where he plans to major 
in computer security and play football.

Dylan Washington – Dylan is the son 
of Melissa and Vince Washington. He is 
a four-year member of the football and 

lacrosse teams. He also was a member of the 
ski club and served as a counselor in Lower 
Dauphin’s outdoor education program. He 
will continue his football and academic 
career at Susquehanna University where he 
will major in business marketing.

Soccer, Boys
Nikolas Provazzo – Nickolas is the son 

of Beverly and Chris Provazzo. He is a four-
year letterman on the boys soccer team and 
also plays club soccer in the community. He 
was named to the Patriot-News Big 11 team. 
He will continue his soccer and academic 
career at Millersville University.

Swimming, Boys
Nicholas Martino – Nicholas is the son 

of Gregory and Kathleen Martino. He is a 
four-year letterman on the boys swimming 
team. He will attend Wilkes University 
where he will major in mechanical 
engineering and continue his swimming 
career.

Matt Joyce celebrates his 
throw as Tom Katzenmoyer 
applauds at the Special 
Olympics Area M games. At 
right, Matt unleashes another 
attempt in the shot put.
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Two LD High School STEM teams earn place at nationals
Two teams of students from the high 

school earned spots in a national technology 
and pre-engineering competition after strong 
showings at the state level in April.

A team of ninth- and 10th-graders 
consisting of Kelly Barr, Miles Book, 
Michaiah Bulgrien, Morgan Cummings, 
Annie Dickinson, Hailey Foreman, Lauren 
Natkin, and Destiny Weiler placed 11th in 
the state to earn their trip to nationals. A 
group of 11th- and 12th-graders consisting 
of Megan Barr, Ruth Chambers, Callie 
Gipe, Evvy Matako, Evan McMurray, Sarah 
Tinker, Haohao Yu and Carl Zerbe placed 
21st in the state to punch their ticket to 
nationals. Both teams were coached at the 
event by Mrs. Elizabeth Kirman, a science 
teacher at the high school.

The National Technology Student 
Association conference will be held June 
21-25 in Orlando, Fla. The Lower Dauphin 
Falcon Foundation is helping to underwrite 
the expense of their trip, but more funding is 
needed. If you can help, please contact Mrs. 
Kirman at ekirman@ldsd.org

Students were tasked with taking a 
multiple-choice test, answering essays and 
then designing and building a project in 
response to an engineering problem. 

“For our first 
year, we were 
stunned to have two 
national qualifiers,” 
said Mrs. Kirman. 
“I can’t say enough 
about the hard work  
of these kids.”

An 11th- and 12th-
grade team, above, 
and 9th- and 10th-
grade team won 
spots at nationals

Allison Bitting

Lower Dauphin senior Alli Bitting 
was named the female recipient of the 26th 
John Travers Award, given to the area’s 
top athlete who is also a strong student and 
active community member. She received her 
award in a ceremony on May 15.

The award is sponsored by M&T Bank, 
the Harrisburg Lions Club and the PA Media 
Group. More than 60 students’ names were 
submitted before the field was narrowed to 
the top five boys and girls. Alli’s older sister 
was also a finalist for the Travers Award. 

“The opportunity to play for coach 
Linda Kreiser has truly been a blessing,” 
Alli said. “She has left a lasting impact on 
my life that has not only made me a better 
field hockey player, but more importantly a 
better person.

“I strive to embody our school’s core 
values of Falcon Pride – Perseverance, 
Respect, Integrity, Discipline and 
Excellence. This is more than an athletic 
award and I think Falcon Pride is something 
that is important in a success like this – 

Allison Bitting named John Travers Award winner

along with my teammates, coaches and 
family for their support.”

Alli is a four-year letter-winner and 
senior captain on the Lower Dauphin field 
hockey team, and reached the PIAA field 
hockey semifinals her junior year. She 

was named a Top 50 recruit by Max Field 
Hockey after participating in the USA Field 
Hockey National Futures Championships 
and AAU Junior Olympics. Alli is also a 
three-time letter-winner in girls lacrosse.

The daughter of David and Tracey 
Bitting, she is also a member of the 
yearbook staff, Student Council and the 
National Honor Society, National Science 
Honor Society, and Math Honor Society. 
She is a buddy with Special Olympics and 
is a counselor in Lower Dauphin’s outdoor 
education program. In the community, 
she is active in club field hockey and also 
coaches youth field hockey. She will attend 
the University of Louisville where she will 
continue her field hockey career and major 
in sports administration.

Alli is the ninth Lower Dauphin 
student-athlete to win the award, joining 
Mike Brown, Carrie Diamond, Lauren 
Alwine, Julie Barton, Laurel Hershey, Tricia 
Gaudette, Brian Broadwater and Jaime 
Tressler. 
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Lower Dauphin schools raised more than $145,000 for the Four Diamonds Fund through Mini-THONs at the high school, South 
Hanover Elementary School and East Hanover Elementary School.



Know Your Schools is published four times a year for the 
residents of Lower Dauphin School District.

District Office 566-5300
High School 566-5330
Middle School 566-5310
Conewago Elementary School 367-7233
East Hanover Elementary School 469-2686
Londonderry Elementary School  944-9462
Nye Elementary School 566-0300
South Hanover Elementary 566-2564
Informaline: 566-5320 or 944-1668

Board of School Directors
Todd Kreiser, President
Dana Barry, Vice President
Kevin Busher
Debra Macut
Marcela Myers
Jeffrey Neely
Keith Oellig
Eric Samples
Lynn Sassaman
Dr. Sherri Smith, Superintendent

Edited by: Jim Hazen, Community Relations Coordinator
Designed by: Linda McPhillips

Nondiscrimination Policy:

The Lower Dauphin School District, an equal opportunity employer, does not discriminate in employment, educational programs or activities based on gender, race, religion, national origin, color or 
handicap. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications. Publication of this policy in this document is in accordance with state and federal laws, including Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments Act of 1973, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

 

Lower Dauphin School District
291 East Main Street
Hummelstown, PA 17036
http://www.ldsd.org

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

HARRISBURG, PA
PERMIT NO. 592

Congratulations Class of 2017!


